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THE BAPTIST CHURCH, 


IN CANNON-STREET, 


BIRMINGHAM, 
THIS DISCOURSE, 


FIRST PREACHED FOR THEIR INSTRUCTION, 
AND NOW PUBLISHED 
AT THEIR UNANIMOUS REQUEST, 
Is CHEARFULLY INSCRIBED, 
AS AN EXPRESSION 
oP 
THE WELL=-DESERVED AFFECTION, 
THE UNFELIGNED GRATITUDE, 


AND THE BEST WISHES, 


OF THEIR 


BROTHER AND PASTOR, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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LUKE XVII. 15, 16. 1 


AND ONE or THEM, WHEN HE SAW THAT HE WAS 
_ HEALED, TURNED BACK, AND WITH A LOUD VOICE! 
, GLORIFIED GOD, AND. FELL DOWN Ar HIS FEET, 
_ GIVING HIM THANKS; AND HE WAS A SAMARITAN, 


DOME parts of human conduct are fo 
trifling and unworthy, that the ſerious mind feels a 
mixture of pity and contempt when they come 
beneath its notice: other parts are ſo, baſe and 
deteſtable, that they furniſh matter for the deepeſt 
lamentation and regret : whilſt others are ſo juſt, ſo 
beneficial, or ſo amiable, that it is impoſſible ta 
contemplate them without pleaſing admiration. 

Such are the effuſions of a grateful heart—a 
heart ſuitably affected with the kindneſs it has 
received from another, and expreſſing, to the 
utmoſt reach of language and conduct, its ſenſe of 
obligation to its benefactor. | 


The Bible abounds with fine and ſtriking. 


ſpecimens of this lovely temper; and few are 
more intereſting than that preſented to us by our 
A 2 text. 
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text. We read, v. 12. that * As he (Jeſus) 
entered into a certain village, there met him ten 
men that were lepers, who ſtood afar off.“ 

You may recollect, that the Jewjſh law pro- 
hibited leprous perſons from abiding in cities or 
towns“; ſo that they were obliged to retire to the 
villages, or leſs populous parts of the country; 
and being ſhut out from other ſociety, they formed 
little parties of their own, and paſſed their time 
together. It ſeems one of theſe was a Samaritan, 
between whoſe countrymen and the Jews there 
were no dealings ordinarily; but their common 
affliction had, in this inſtance, ſuſpended the effect 
of party animoſity, - 

Nat preſuming to come near, leſt they ſhould 
ſpread the infection, they ſtood afar. off, and, 


v. 13, „ They liſt up their voices ng ſaid, 
Jeſus, maſter, have mercy on us.” no 


It is probable that they had heard of bis fame 
ho went about doing good, healing all manner 
of ſickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſe among the 
people, and were therefore encouraged to make 
application to him for perſonal relief: and ſurely 
they could not have applied to one whoſe power, 
or whoſe kindneſs, would better juſtify a hope of 
ſucceſs, as the iſſue proves; for v. 14, „ He 
(without keeping them in ſuſpenſe) ſaid, Go, 
ſhew yourſelves to the Prieſts.“ This injunction 
contained a pretty ſtrong intimation that he would 


N Work 


(- 3:8 


work a cure; becauſe the Levitical law directed, 
that when a-leper was cleanſed, he ſhould go and ſhew 
himſelf to the Prieſt *; from whom alſo he was 
to receive à certificate of his cleanſing, in order 
to his re- admiſſion to ſocial priviledges ; and it was 


eaſy for theſe lepers to infer,” that Jeſus would not 


have ſent them to the prieſt, had he not intended to 
make them whole. In adopting this language it 
probably was our Lord's deſign to teach them, 
that to enjoy his bleſſing they muſt do his will; 
and they found their priviledge in their obedience; 
for, as they went they were cleanſed.” 11 

He who was a Samaritan, our text tells us, was 


ſo affected with this ſudden diſplay of divine grace 


and power, that both the teſtimony of the Prieſt, 


and the conſequent ſatisfaction he muſt feel in 
making uſe of that teſtimony, as an introduction to 


ſociety, from which he had perhaps been long 
expelled, were leſs to him than the pleaſures of 
gratitude. He haſtens to the preſence of his 
deliverer, glorifies God aloud, falls down at Im- 


manuel's feet, and from the fulneſs of his _ gives 


him the moſt affectionate thanks. 


Many circumſtances combine to men this 
ſcene highly intereſting. His national character as 
a Samaritan, the dreadful nature of the complaint 
from which he had been freed, the ſudden and 
unexpected manner in which it was accompliſhed, 
the warmth of his gratitude, and the humble 


9 Lev. xiv. 3. 
8 manner 
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manner in which he expreſſed it all affect the 
heart; but the concluding part of the narrative 
commands ſenſations, which. though of an oppoſite 
nature, are equally intereſting. V. 17, 18, Jeſus 
ſaid, Were there not ten cleanſed? but where are 
the nine? There are not found that returned to give 
glory to God ſave this ſtranger,” 


Who is there that withholds a cenſure. from 
theſe ungrateful lepers? Alas! that. cenſure will 
more or leſs involve us all. Theſe men were ſo 
eager to enjoy the, gift, that they, forgot the giver: 
and who among us can boaſt exemption from the 
ſame iniquity! We are all conſtantly receiving proofs 
of the bounty of our God. It is his air that we 
breathe. It is his light that we enjoy. Every thing 
which contributes to our ſecurity, our ſupport, or 
our enjoyment; the heavens, the earth, and univerſal 
nature, all conſpiring to promote our happineſs, 
bear witneſs to his beneficence, and loudly demand 
our gtateful acknowledgments; but we, too oft, 
intent on nothing but our perſonal ſafety and cornforr, 
and almoſt, or wholly unmindful of the Father of 
lights, from whom every godd and perfect gift 
cometh,” give oecaſion to the affecting extliination, 
« Where are the nine? : 


Th whata baſe and 5 ligbt does i "ingra- 
titude appear, when contraſted with the condut of 
the grateful leper? And how does the conduct of 
this man, by all ſo much approved, recommend 
itlelf ro univerſal imitation! What you all admire, 
| I wiſh 
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I wiſh you all to become; and to that end I Wwoteůe 


endeavour to exeite your gratitude to God. ſor che 
benefits you enjoy, as . 43 Chiti, and 6 
as e 9 ü 5 [ 


| L "Our gopd | * great Creator hath demands 
upon us for ardent gratitude as Mew. 
How capable of happineſs hath he formed us! 


Been ſenſe is a diſtinct avenue to enjoyment. And 


how many objects to meet and gratify our ſenſes 
croud around? All the infinite diverſities of form, 
and of color, of odour, of taſte, and of ſound, are 
deſigned, directly or indirectiy, to adminiſter to the 
comfort of man. For bim the ſun; with all his 
genial influence, riſrs on our world. For him the 
moon imparts her light. For him the cattle, the 
aſhes, and the fowl multiply] and to ſubſerve bis 
intereſts, the prohfic earth yields her increaſe of 


trees; and herbs, and flowers from the cedar of 


Lebanon to the N at 3 out of the 
Wall.“ Tis be. F Ag 


EIT eek. ry” q Wh fo 1 
— “ ſor ** the «lials. Sede FR 11 
we coe. l head; the heart, the mouth of all.“ = 


| Man 15 -difinguihed abave al other beings i in 


che world by his intellectual potvers, which eſſentially 


differ from mere animal jinſtinQ and thereby exalt 


his. nature unſpeakably above that of * the brutes 
which periſh.” It is through theſe rational faculties 


that man ts enabled to adyance in. ſcience, and 
| improve 


| 


MG or mr og wr aura ET Con oe ne TEE 


SS 


improve in art. What other animals are when 
they attain to their full growth, that, unleſs it be in 
mere geſticulation, they arc till they die; but man 

is enabled by obſervation, reading, converſation, 
refleion and experiment, to go on towards per- 
fection; and he who is born a babe may die a 
Newton. It is zhis which renders occaſional 
retirement ſo full of charms to the man of contem- 


plation and virtue, whilſt every object in nature, and 


every event in providence, ſupplies him with a new 
theme for profitable meditation. It is this which 
renders ſociety ſo ſweet and improving, whilſt 
mind unfolds itſelf to mind, and each individual in 
the circle | participates of the common ſtock of 
information. Without this rational faculty we 
ſhould be wholly incapable of religious exerciſes. 
Religion is in fact an abſtract thing, becauſe its 
object is inviſible. Man alone, amidſt all the ani- 
mal tenants of the globe, can conceive of property 
diſtin& from form and ſpace: he alone, therefore, 
can be devout. The ſpirit which Jehovah at firſt 
breathed into him, pants to find its author ; and 
riſes in queſt of God: and when the longing ſoul 
attains to an acquaintance with the deity, there it 
takes up its everlaſting reſt; and ſolacing itſelf in 
the divine embrace, with filial feeling, cries e Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
the earth I deſire beſide thee! My fleſh and my 
heart fail; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and 
my anon for ever *.” 


© Pal, lai, 25, 26, 
To 


(9) 

To improve aur ſenſe of obligation, let us 
review the conduct of divine providence towards us, 
from the days of helpleſs infancy, to the preſent 
hour. How hath his hand ſupplied, and his arm 
ſuſtained us? With what tender and conſtant care 
hath he watched over us? From what unnumbered 
evils hath he ſaved us? And with what various and 
important favors hath he enriched us? And all this 
whilſt we were either too young to reflect upon his 
goodneſs, or ſo abominably ungrateful as to refuſe to 

celebrate it. Have we not on the contrary indulged 
a thovghitleſs, trifling, indevout, and impious ſpirit ? 
Have we not lived in the habitual neglect of prayer 
and praiſe? Have we not ſaid in our hearts, when 
brought by cuſtom to the ordinances of God's houſe, 
« What a wearineſs is it! and when will his ſabbaths 
be over!” Yea, have not ſome broken through the 
reſtraints of conſcience and education, to take their 
carnal pleaſure on God's holy day? How many 
gracious calls, and ſolemn warnings have we ſlighted 
How many ſeaſons of improvement waſted and 
abuſed! And yet he ſpares us yet ſupports us—yet 
crowns us with loving kindneſs and tender mercies! 
O, whilſt he is thus paſſing by us, and proclaiming 
his name, © The Loxp, the Loxo God, gracious 
and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great kindneſs,” 
may we feel the ſtrings of our gratitude effectually 
touched, till every power burſts forth-in uniſon, and 
the grateful ſong, which firſt ſounded on the hill of 
Zion, be reſounded throughout the tribes of man. 
< Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 
Y B | me, 


10) 

me, bleſs his holy name bleſs the * 0 3 | 

8 not all his benefits 
II. Great as our obligations are as men, they 
are much greater as CHAISTIAyx . 

Chriſtianity is 'a ſyſtem of truth, and goodneſs, 
and joy; Hke its benevolent author, it is “ full of 
grace.“ It is here that God diſplays the riches of 
his mercy, and the greatneſs of his love“. It 
breathes peace and good will to men,“ it en- 
lightens by its doctrines; it conſolates and cheers 
by its promiſes; it purifies by its influence; it 
diſplays the duties of the man, the priviledges of 
the chriſtian; and with proſpects the moſt exalted 

and refined, animates the breaſts wy all its true 
diſeiples. | 
The exeelleney of the gen of Jeſus can 
perhaps be no better illuſtrated, than by comparing 
it with thoſe which were, and ſtill are practiſed 
among the nations Who have not been favoured 
with a revelation from God, «© The world, (fays 
the apoſtle), knew not God, nor glorified him as 
God,” Whilſt in other ſciences they advanced, 
in the ſcience of the Deity their motion was re- 
trogade; for the longer they lived, the more ig- 
norant and evil they became; untih in the expreſſive 
language of one who knew them well, © Profeſſing 
themſelves wiſe they became © fools, and their 
fooliſn heart was darkened.” The hiſtory of their 
worſhip, which ſtill remains, juſtifies theſe afferrions : 
nor is it poſſible to purſue the narrative of their 
| is Poke R. 4. 7. ä 
5 puerile, 
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puerile, wanton, and, PPT obſervances, ST 
out aſtoniſhment, diſguſt, and horror. Let Athens, 
the pride of Greece famed for knowledge and 
refinement, producing not only illuſtrious warriors, 
but eloquent orators, and renowned philoſophers — 
let Athens teach us the worſhip of the gentileg. 
« There, in that poliſned city, ſaid. a witneſs of, un- 
queſtionable probity , have I. ſeen all the inhabitants 
(more than, thirty thouſand) drunk at once, in 
honor of che god of wine! With ſhameleſs, faces. 
they, indulged, at their religious feſtivals, the, moſt 
unlawful paſſions, and accounted themſelves the 
better ſaints in proportion to thęir exceſſive de- 
baucheries!, But, ſee my brethren, wherever the 
light of CRISH hath diffuſed its rays, theſe deeds 
of darkneſs are no more; and ſo abhorrent from 
the goſpel is the practice of iniquity, that he who 
avows himſelf a friend to ſin, is compelled, if he 
would be conſiſtent, to avow 0 wa an, enemy. 
to Chriſtianity. 0 * 

Chtidtianity has — juſtly Riled | cc A on 
66 ſinners.“ Such was the account its bleſſed 
author gave of it, and therefore it is a religion fit 
tag. man, who has revolted from his allegiance to 
God, cheriſhed, a diſaffection to him ia his heart, 
and in inſtances innumerable hath Keppel his 
enmity ©. by wicked works.“ 

There, has never yet, been a 3 in the 
world, who ſeriouſly, and, impartially , conſidered 
his | guilt, . with its cauſes and conſequences, but 


7; * See Rollin's Ancient Hiſtory, B. xii, Art. 1. § 2. 
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has been Seily⸗ alarmed, leſt the Ouwirorfur 
whom he has inſulted, ſhould puniſn him for his 
erimes; and hence the enquiry, in various forms 
has been anxiouſty made, „What muſt T ds to be 
faved?” The concurrent voice of all the tribes of 
man aſſert the neceſſary connexion which ſubliſts 
between natural and moral evil, or that pain is the 
inevitable conſequenee of fin; nor leſs general has 
been the hope that vicarious puniſhment, or one 
being fuffering 1 in the room of another, would be 
admitted by the judge of the univerſe.” Hence, in 
all ages have victims bled on the altars; and how- 
ever the heathen nations differed from each other 
as to the deities whom they worſhipped, or the 
eircumnſtances of the rites with which they wor- 
ſhipped them, they all acted on this one principle 
that without a ſubſtituted victim the ſinner muſt 
perſonally undergo the deſerved puniſhment. At firſt 
the moſt perfect animals were ſelected from the 
flock or the herd; but at length, apprehenſive that 
theſe might be inadequate © to take away fin;” and 
c oppreſſed by their malady, mankind never reſt- 
c ed till they had got to that which they conceived 
te to be the moſt precious of alla human facrifice! 
This practice prevailed in every nation under 
heaven, of which we have received any ancient 
. « account. The Ey yptians had it in the early part 
te of their monarchy, The Cretans likewiſe had it, 
e and retained it for a longer time. The nations 
« of Arabia did the ſame, The people of Dumab 

e in particular, ſacrificed every year a child, and 
« buried 


1 
« buried it underneath an altar, which they made 
ce uſe of inſtead of an idol. The Perſans buried 
<« people alive. Ameſtris, the wife of Xerxes, en- 
e tombed twelve perſons. quick under ground for 
the good of her ſoul. It would be endleſs to 
« enumerate every city or every province where 
ce theſe dite practices obtained. The Cyprians, the 
« Rhedians, the Phoceans, the Jonians, thoſe of 
ce Chios, Teſbus, Tenedos,, all had human ſacrifices. 
The natives of the Tauric Cher ſaneſus offered up 
«ra Diana every ſtranger whom chance threw 
cc upon their coaſt. The Romans were accuſtomed 
« tothe like ſacrifices, The Gauls and the Germans 
« were ſo devoted to this ſhocking cuſtom, that no 
e buſineſs of any moment was tranſacted among 
ce them without being prefaced with the blood o 
« men. Theſe practices prevailed among all the 
ee people of the North, of whatever, re 
<« Their chief Gods were Thor and Maden, whom, 
« they thought they could, ever ſufficiently glut 
_« with blood, The like _ prevailed. to. a 
« great degree in Mexico, and in maſt parts of 
« America. Iu Africa it is fill, kept up. The 
« ſame abominable worſhip. is likewiſe, practiſed 
cc occaſionally in the Iſlands. viſited; by. Captain 
cc Cook, and other eirgumnavigators in the Saur 
« Sea, Among the nations of Canaas the victims 
ce were peculiarly choſen, eſtimating. the efficacy of 
« the ſacrifice by the | Gignity' of the ſubject. Their 
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cc own children, and whatever was neareſt and 


an deareſt to them, were deemed the moſt- worthy 
« offerings to their God. There were particular 


ec children brought up for the altar, as ſheep" are 


« fattened for the ſhambles; and they were bought 
te and butchered in the ſame ' manner. "Thoſe 
te who were ſacrificed to Kronus, or Neeb. were 
KL chrown 3 into the arms of a molten idol, which 
« ſtood i in the midſt of à larg fire, atid was red with 
« heat, The arms of it were ſtretched out, with 
« the hands turned opwards, as it were to receive 
« them; ; yet, ſloping downwards; fo that they 
« dropt from thence into a glowing farnace below. 
e Theſe were the cuſtoms which the "Iſraelites 
learned of the people of Canaan, and for which 
*. they are vpbraid by the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. evi. 
«37, 38. They /acrificed their ſont and their 
« daughters to Devils—to'the idols of Ca.. 
© Aﬀidft theſe'abotninable' cruelties, practiſed in 
the awful name of God, lo! "Chriſtianity lifts up 
her voice, and calling to all the” miſtaben nations, 
cries, Deliver your fellow creatures from going 
down to the pit. Save them from the immolating 
« hife; or tofturing flame; I have found'a ranſom. 
God hath laid help upon one mighty to fave— 
Jeſus, his imtaculate ſon, dies in the room of 
guilty men He, by one offering perfects for 
ever them that are ſanctified; wherefore be it 
known unto you all, that through this Jeſus is 
* preached unto you the forgiveneſs of ſins. 
See Encycloped. Brit. art. SACRIFICE, and Outram, de ſacrificiis, 
lib. 1. cap. 22, §. 13—18. 
Such 


Wi 
Such i is the way of peace, revealed in the reli- 
gion of Jeſus. It admits the Juſtice © of the Princi- 
ple, which probably, handed down by tradition 
from. the carlieſt age, the nations had ſo generally 
adopted; but, rejecting all their, ee 


victims, it exhibits a ſacrifice 'F 
2 nobler name, and richer blood fall they 7 


It teaches the, great myſtery of godlineſs, God 
manifeſt in the fleſh, for the purpoſe of our ſalyati- 
on; declaring. that Jeſus © died, the Juſt for the 
unjuſt, that he might bring us to God. 5 1 
Now this, as far as we can conceive, is the 
higheſt act of benevolence that ever engaged the 
attention of the univerſe. - Our Lord ſpeaks of it 
in terms, which becauſe they are indefinite, are 
therefore of ſo much ſtronger import, ſaying, God 
ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
ſon,” to ſave ſinners who believe, And indeed a 
tranſaction ſo new, yet ſo marked with love and 
mercy—a plan ſo well adapted to ſecure all the 
perfections of the deity from diſhonour, whilſt it 
gives equal ſolidity to the believing ſinners hopes, 
muſt create new views, and new feelings, through- 
out all the vaſt dominions.of Jehovah, wherever it 
is. pabliſhed, underſtood, and believed. Angels are 
f ſpokes” of as now prying into this een of in- 


in hl who . the auric glories of 
our Lord the Lamb. And ſhall we remaih — 
moved, unintereſted, ungrateful? Forbid it, O 
God of Salvation | TE 

* John iii. 16, 


B 4 « Praiſe 
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e Praiſe ye the Lord! Praiſe God in the 

ce ſanctuary. Kings of the earth and all people, 

"<« princes and all judges of the earth. Both young 

* men and maidens, old men and children. Let 

« them praiſe the name of the Lord—who hath 

ce raiſed up an horn of nen Praiſe any the 
LAS” - 

Hard —bard as that heart muſt da which: re- 
mains inſenſate amidſt theſe meltings of divine 
compaſſion—this exuberance of the bounty of a God, 
need I go without theſe walls to find ſuch as 
have often heard the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
read to them from the ſcriptures, and declared from 
the pulpit, without any emotions. but of wearineſs 
and diſguſt ! Bleſſed be God, the religion of Jeſus 
makes proviſion alſo for the conqueſt of the rebel- 
lious heart! When our Lord aſcended on high, he 
ſent forth his holy ſpirit, to renovate, ſabdue, and 
ſanctify the objects of his love. Of this ſpitit are 
all chriſtians made partakers; ſo that each ſaint from 
experience can ſay, The tabernacle of God js 
with men, and he dotb dwell among then. 

Of this ſpirit have we been made partakers ? 
Surely this is an additional motive to our gratitude. 
Hath Jeſus healed us of the leproſy of fin? O let us, 
with the leper, turn back to-day—let us fall at his 
feet—let us. give him thanks—and glorify God 
e who giveth ſuch power unto men.” 

I might here remind you of 'the impottant 
priviledges you enjoy, in freedom of acceſs to God— 
the endearing paternal relation in which he ſtands 

to 


(VN. 
to you the ſweet-communion you have with his 
people — the, public ordinances. of his houſe and 
the proſpects opened to you in the goſpcl. of an 
<«, houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.“ 
Who can review the long catalogue of bleſſings 
ſecured to him as the diſciple. of Jeſus, without 
feeling the ſacred ſpark already kindling in his bo- 
ſom which enflames the hoſt of heaven with gra- 
titude, and teaches them with a loud voice, to cry. 
“ Worthy, is the, lamb that, Was ſlain, togtecęive 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and frengtb,, and 
honour, and glory, and. bleſſing. , Amen.“ 
III.. Theugh the bleſſings we enjoy as Chrit. 
tians claim our higheſt praiſe, yet much gratitude is 
due from us as BRTTroNs; and as we are invited 
by the ſupreme. magiſtrate to national thankſgiving, 
on this day, I ſhould ill anſwer, the end of our 
mag did I. not take notice of national mercies. 
It is to be greatly lamented that we are more 
diſpoſed, to diſcontent on account of what we have 
not, than to. gratitude, for what we enjoy. Elſe 
ſhould we ever ceaſe. thankfully to reflect, that we 
are placed in a climate ſo highly conducive to 
comfort and health — hat. we have been fo long | 
exempt from thoſe fatal epidemics, which in other 
countries, ſo frequently almoſt depopulate a diſtrict, 
and by which ſome of our acquaintance have this 
very year been cut off in America — chat the means 
of decent ſuſtenance may be attained here with as 
little labor, and as much certainty as in any civilized 
nation that proviſions are plentifully furniſhed 
from 


— T M 


— ⁰ Z 


—— — — 


( as ) 


from our own iſland; and titat the divide goodneſs 


hath ſo richly ſupplied us theſe laſt years, that the 
neceſſaries of life are not advanced but diminiſhed 
in price that our perſons and properties are pro- 
tefted by the laws from violence or injury that 


our religious priviledges, though not perfect, are ſo 


great, having bibles in our on language, which we 


are allowed to read, and judge of for ourſelves, without 


the dread of a heathen tribunal, or a popiſn inquiſi- 


tion — and that we may aſſemble for divine worſhip 


where, and when, and how we pleaſe 2:Ah; had the 
primitive chriſtians, or our own anceſtors; but been 


_ poſſeſſed of religious priviledges equal to ours, they 
; would have taken down their harps fram the willows, 


and cried, © Thanks be unto God for theſe Oye” 
able gifts. 

But theſe are not the immediate bleſſings br 
which we are met to expreſs our gratitude to-day. 
Recent events, in which we are all intereſted, are now 
commemorated; and 1 feel it my duty, to point out 
to you the bleſſing for which we ſhould now give 


thanks — to urge your thankfulneſs by ſuitable . 


motives—and to direct it in its proper exerciſe. 


I would, in the firſt place, ſtate to you the 
preciſe bleſſing for which your thanks ſhould now 


\riſe to heaven. Should any one expect that I ſhall 
introduce the deſtruction of our foes, by the late 


victories gained off the-coaſts of Egypt and Ireland, 
as the object of pleaſure and gratitude, he will be 
.. diſappointed. The man who can take pleaſure at 


the deſtruction of his fellow men, is a cannihal at 


heart; 


I 

heart; and for bim New Zealand is à more fit 
habitation than civilized Europe. Let the ſavage 
ſecure the ſcalps of his enemies, as monuments of 
his triurnphs . let him collect the blood, yet ſmoak- * 
ing from their veins; and with ferocious joy quaff 
the ſanguinary draught; but to the heart of him 
who calls himſelf a diſciple of the merciful Jeſus, let 
ſuch: pleaſure be an everlaſting ſtranger. Since in 
that ſacred volume, which I revere as the fair gift 
of heaven to man, I am taught, that © of one blood 
God hath made all nations, it is impoſſible for me 
not to regard every man as my brother, and to 
conſider; that national differences ought not to 
excite perſonal animoſities. Let a human ſoul be 
diſembodied, and to what nation to what colour, 
to what clime does it then belong? Let it have 
tenanted what body it may, it is vaſt in its capacities, 
it is immortal in its duration; and who, with theſe 
ſentiments, can reflect on the combuſtion of the 
French Admiral's ſhip ia the late action, when a 
thouſand immortal ſouls—(alas, how few prepared 
for the event!) were in a moment precipitated into 
eternity, without a groan! 

But though we dare not rejoice at the miſery of 
others, we ought to be thankful for the ſecurity 
we enjoy onrſelves. It is well known that France 
has long meditated and threatened a deſcent upon our 
coaſts, and an invaſion of our country. Propoſals to 
this purpoſe have been made in her aſſemblies, and 
ſhe has actually attempted to enſure ſucceſs to her 
deſigns againſt us, by her efforts to gain poſſeſſion of 
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Ireland, our fiſter kingdom. Had ſhe ſucceeded in 
eſtabliſhing her power there, where ſhe might have 
victualled her fleets, and recruited her, armies, 
England, 1n all probability, would have become an 
eaſy prey. 

But God, the great guardian of our ins has Try 
cifully prevented the accompliſhment of her firſt 
object. Ireland is not yet a department of France; 
and therefore our ſears need not run high | for Britain. 
The capture or diſperſion of the ſhips and forces del. 
tined to that ſervice, and the weakening the naval 
power of France by ſubſequent conqueſts, whereby 
the is rendered, as far as we can judge, incapable, 
ſor the preſent, of renewing her hoſtile attacks, are 
certainly occaſions of real pleaſure to every friend 
to his country, and of gratitude to every Britiſh 
chriſtian. © It is then to this one object I would di- 
rect your attention—THE SALVATION OF Bairain 
FROM AN | INVADING POWER, And to excite your 
gratitude for this, let me lay belbre you the follow- 
ing conſiderations. | | 

1. If the French had ſucceeded in raking Ire- 
land, and had in conſequence landed an hoſtile army 
on our coaſts, what r conſequences would have | 
enſued ! Ih 

What an antbrtplb would it have occaſioned 
to our trade and manufactures! How precarious 
would it have rendered our obtaining food for our 
bodies! What fore anxieties and gloomy forebod- 
ings would it have excited in our boſoms'! What a 
pauſe would it have put to the pleaſures of ſocial 
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worſhip | Where would have been our peaceful and 
happy ſabbaths! What tumult and diſorder would 
it have excited among the lower orders of the peo- 
ple, many o of whom, taking advantage of the general 
confuſion, would have gone from houſe to houſe, 
plunderiog the peaceable inhabitants, whilſt all, and 
worſe than all the horrors of the former Riots, 
would have diſgraced and diſtreſſed Birmingham! 
What ſuſpicions would have exiſted between one in- 
habitant and another! What domeſtic miſery ſhould 
we have witneſſed in our now tranquil dwellings !— 
our wives and children weeping, whilſt we, called 
to go out againſt the common foe, were taking, 
perhaps, a laſt farewell ; they not knowing but we 
might fall in the field, and our boſoms torn with an- 
guiſh, leſt their honor ſhould be violated, or the 
means of ſubſiſtence taken from them, ſo that after 
all our efforts to make © the preſent day ſtil} happier 
than the laſt,” they ſhould be abandoned to famine 
and death! 

How dreadful would be the roar of the deftruc- 
tive cannon, and the din of claſhing arms! What a 
ſpectacle would preſent itſelf, when, baptized in their 
own blood, we ſaw acquaintance, neighbors, kin- 
dred, friends, parents, lying in our ſtreets; whilſt 
the cries of orphans, the groans of "mothers, and the 
ſnrieks of widows, compleated the horror of the ſcene! 


Good God! who in thy abundant mercy haſt 
ſaved us from realizing the ſcenes, which now only 
our imaginations paint, ſave us alſo from the curſe 


of an ungrateful heart ! 


2. My * 
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2. My brechren, let your gratitude. be {ti} 
heightened by reflecting on the moral character of 
our country, and the high demerit of its crunes. 
How in this land, where God is ſo much known, 
is he alſo awfully. blaſphemed! Ho are his holy ſab- 
baths profaned! How debauched in general are 
our youth! Ho luxurious the opulent! And with 
what rapid ſtrides does infidelity/advance, whilſt he 
reccives a flattering welcome from all claſſes of 
Britons, from the courtier to the inhabitant of the 
cottage! How have the children of chriſtian parents 
declined from the piety of their anceſtors! How 
cool is the devotion in our ſanctuaries, and how many 
families call not upon the name of the Lord! 
What “ ſordid avarice, and low arts of commerce, 
ſtain the characters of many, eminent for rank and 
opulence | Whilſt in the language of a late writer, 
« Our wealth and plenty have been abuſed to an 
« amazing luxury, and our liberty to a boundleſs li- 
ce centiouſneſs. Many act as if they had no ocher 
e way of ſhowing that they are free, but by caſting 
ce off all reſtraints, and ſetting thennfolves looſe from 
e all the ties of religion and virtue. {15268 
Who could hve been ſurprized, if long ere 
now, the Lord had © avenged himſelf on ſuch a 
nation as this!“ But, “ ſlow to anger, and plenteous 
in mercy,” whilſt almoſt all Europe beſide has been 
involved in the miſeries of war, he ſtill preſerves 
our iſland a quiet habitation, and, fitting under our 
own vines and fig trees, none are permitted to make 
us afraid He hath not dealt fo with every na- 
tion; praiſe ye the Lord,” 
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3. Nor let it be ſorgotten, that this is a mercy 
granted in anſter is prayer. Often from within theſe 
walls have our fervent cries ariſen to the throne of 
God, that he would abandon us neither to civil tu- 
mults, nor hoſtile foreigners; and now that he hath 
heard our prayer, ſhall we refuſe him praiſe? O0 
come, let us give cthanles unto the Lord, ſor he is 
ec good, for his merey endureth for ever: we cried 
<<, unto him, and che hath s us, and * us 
te ſtomm all our fears?! | 
Laſtly, hilſt 1 indulge the / * your 
hearts re verberate the invitation to praiſe, I Wo 
offer you ſome directions as to the manner in which 
you ſhould expreſs it; and 
r. Let us expreſs our ſenſe of obligation for 
. national mercies, by breaking off from national ſins. 
Let each one of us | conſider, that his individual 
crimes. go towards augmenting the maſs of national 
iniquity... Let none of us go on any longer to pro- 
voke the Lord to jealouſy; and if the fear of na- 
tional judgments has not power to reſtrain our cor- 
ruptions, let a ſenſe of national mercies engage us 
to W 2s and reformation. . 
Let us diſcover aur gratitude by nner 
2 to excite that of orbers.. Whilſt the multitude, 
who on the one hand charge all the miſeries of a. 
nation on its governors, inſtead of its crimes, attri- 
bute on the other all our ſecurity merely to the va- 
lor of our commanders, and their forces at ſea or on 
land, let us ſtrive to raiſe their views to a much 
higher cauſe of ſafety——let us teach our neighbors, 
our 
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dur children, our ſervants, that galvalion i is * 
-of the Lokb.“ 

3. Let us ſhew our Sn to Cod, 175 our 
benevolence to our diſtreſſed fellow creatures. 

We read that when God delivered the Jews 
from Babylon, and days of thankſgiving were ap- 
pointed; the injunction was, © Go your way, eat 
« the fat, and drink the fweet, and fend. portions to 

de them for whom nothing is prepared.” And 
when ſhould our hearts be opened to the miſeries 
of others, but at the moment when we are expreſſing 
our ſenſe of the divine liberality to us; indeed he is 
an hypocrite, and not a ſincere worſhipper, who 
| pretends to gratitude without benevolence. | 

But whom ſhould we ſelect as objects of our 
benevolence to · day? Can we think on any objects 
more ſuitable than thoſe whoſe, miſeries are occa- | 
ſioned by that very event, which furniſhes us with v 
matter of joy and praiſe -I mean the widows and 
orphans of the brave men who have lately fallen | in 
the defence of their country? 

I am extremely happy to reflect that a meaſure 
has been adopted, which, in all Rkelihood will 
unite moſt, if not all the congregations in Birmingham, 
in this becoming charity. Too long ſeparated by 

mutual jealouſies, let us gladly embrace a propoſal 
which breathes a ſpirit of conciliation, and prove by 
our liberality this day, that we are ſteady friends to 
the intereſts of our country, and to the intereſts of 


benevolence. 
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